
BAKER ACT 
 
 The Baker Act Law can be found at sections 394.451 - 394.4789, Florida Statutes. These 
proceedings address mental health issues, not substance abuse issues. This statutory process is in place 
to help those who may be harmful to themselves or others. Subjects, who do not voluntarily admit 
themselves into a crisis stabilization unit, can be transported to a crisis stabilization unit for an involuntary 
psychiatric examination.  
 

To petition a Hillsborough County Court to involuntarily send a subject to a crisis stabilization unit, 
a petitioner may come to the Mental Health Department of the Hillsborough County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, located at 800 East Twiggs Street, Edgecomb Courthouse, Room # 205, Tampa, FL 33602, to fill out 
a petition packet. There is no filing fee for this petition packet. The petition must contain the following 
criteria: 

  
1. The petitioner must have observed the behavior of the subject;  
2. The petitioner must know the address, date of birth, and age of the subject;  
3. The petitioner must have a valid, signed, photo identification of herself/himself. 
4. The subject must be in/reside in Hillsborough County; 
5. The subject must not be in a hospital or jail. 

 
A judge, only after making a determination that the petition meets all necessary criteria, may sign 

an Ex Parte Order on Petition for Involuntary Examination (Ex Parte Order). If an Ex Parte Order is signed, 
Clerk employees will then prepare a packet for the Office of the Hillsborough County Sheriff. A certified 
copy of the Ex Parte Order will be a part of the packet. The Ex Parte Order gives a Deputy Sheriff the 
authority to pick-up the subject, and to transport the subject to a receiving facility for an evaluation.  


